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So what is CPTED? 
CPTED has been around since the 1960s. Founded 
through her book Death and Life of Great 

American Cities by writer Jane Jacobs, and 
Defensible Space by Oscar Newman, later 
forms of CPTED divided into two categories 

Today CPTED is a prevention tool, an 
urban design strategy and - with the advent 

of SafeGrowth - a new system for urban 
planning  
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  www.safe-growth.blogspot.com 
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     www.safegrowth.org 
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Imagine this future… 
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Villages where homeless can live in Tiny Homes until better housing is available 
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Graffiti laneways in Melbourne, Australia where tagging becomes street art and then becomes an 

interesting tourist and pedestrian destination 
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A run-down and abandoned property used by drug dealers… 
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…is cleaned up by local residents and, with the help of the city, is turned into a community movie night 
location where residents take back their street  
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A residential intersection where traffic fails to stop and endangers children is transformed by the locals into 
a community gathering place with colourful paint, tea stations, free libraries…  



Streets where sidewalks hemmed in by access control chain link fencing have become risky pedestrian 
gauntlets… 
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…and are then transformed by locals, working with local gardeners and the city, are transformed into street 
gardens owned and operated by residents who keep the street clean, grown produce, and watch their own 

street for safety 
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The SafeGrowth planning program was 
designed to implement neighborhood 

strategies all throughout the city and help 
residents tackle crime and safety. It is based on 

the To For With philosophy whereby all 
programming aims to involve residents and 
locals WITH program development, versus 
having programs implemented TO or FOR 

them 



14	
  neighbourhoods 

CITY 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA 

Case Study #1 – SafeGrowth was implemented into Hollygrove - a high crime neighbourhood in New 
Orleans starting in 2007 



Corner stores were robbed and served as sites for drug dealing 
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Bus stops were locations of assaults and homicides. They were in disrepair and 
triggered local fear 



SafeGrowth planning taught residents how to analyse crime and develop neighborhood SafeGrowth plans 
for improvement 



20 

They built and self-funded their own creative bus stops, with recycled materials 
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They expanded social and crime prevention programs, such as Night Out Against Crime where local 
residents walked streets as a sign of ownership 
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Where the city did not repair street lighting, they raised funds and installed their own, until the city 
eventually improved street lighting 
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They expanded a local gardening center to create produce as food for sale to the wider community. The 
nearby university architecture students helped construct a pavilion near the garden center as a social 

gathering place 
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Ultimately, within a few years, crime plummeted compared to surrounding areas.  



The San Romanoway apartments are located in  
Toronto’s infamous Jane-Finch Corridor 

CASE STUDY #2 – 2000 - TORONTO’S SAN ROMANOWAY APARTMENTS IN THE JANE/FINCH 
CORRIDOR – Members of the SafeGrowth team are asked to employ 1st and 2nd Generation CPTED to 

analyse crime and develop a plan with residents – This later evolved into the SafeGrowth planning model 
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Research was both qualitative and quantitative. Local mothers and grandmothers helped collect and 
analyse survey data. The community was encouraged to establish a non-profit to lead future safety and 

programming activities 
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Initial programming was all 2nd Generation CPTED. It included music programs and 
the construction of an on-site recording studio so local rappers could refine 

their skills and offer their work for professional sales.  



A local theatre corporation donated Canada’s first apartment theatre to 
the San Romanoway apartments. This helped build pride and 

a much needed recreational service for residents 
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On request of young women living in the apartments, 
basket ball courts were developed into high quality 
tennis courts due to their admiration of international 

African American tennis superstars Serena and 
Venus Williams – these became the site of well-

respected summer tennis camps for youth 
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Years later, Serena Williams visited the opening of the Tennis Camp program to offer support to local 
children in the San Romanoway programs 
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Violent crime ⇩ 35% - 49% 

Property crime ⇩ 13% - 20% 

Fear ⇩ 20% - 30% 

Participation with neighbors ⇧ 17% - 32% 

Victimization survey and quality of life data collected in 2002, 2004 and 2006 



Ultimately, San Romanoway was a city-
wide success story cutting crime, 

building local capacity, and creating a 
safer community 
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Imagine doing this in 
every city 

neighborhood… 


