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Definition of a 
Nation

A Nation or society is a group of people that 
has a common culture, history, customs, 

values, language, traditions, art, and religion.



History

Let’s use England as 
our example

The first people in 
England were of 

Iberian stock. Later, 
they mixed with the 
Celts. They practised 

Druidism.

Then came a succession 
of takeovers: the 

Romans; The Picts and 
Scots from the north; 
the Anglos, Saxons, 

and Jutes. There may 
even have been 

Norsemen in the mix.

The last major takeover 
was by William, the 
Conqueror and the 
Normans in 1066.



Effect of the 
Takeovers

The effect of the takeovers was 
such that nothing indigenous 

was left. What was indigenous 
was wiped out. So much so that 
the culture of England is just a 
milieu of customs, traditions, 

values, and practices. Even the 
religion was wiped. Christianity 
is not indigenous to England: it 

is a borrowed religion from 
elsewhere.

Today England is just a mixture 
of borrowed traditions. England 
is all about cultural borrowing.



The Worldview and Mindset

The implication and 
ramifications of the 

takeovers is 
inconsistency: if Roman 

ways don’t work, let’s try 
Danish ways; if Celtic 

law does not work, let’s 
try Roman law; and so it 

goes.

“We will change into the 
appropriate costume 

depending on the 
occasion”. 

A good example is 
‘treaty’. It was the 

appropriate costume in 
the 1870’s. But now 

Canada does not want to 
put on that costume. 

Now it is the Indian Act 
costume. 

Hold those thoughts… 
But let’s go back. 



Christian 
Nationalism

Somewhere in the 4th

century, it may have 
been St. Ambrose or St. 
Augustine, that wrote 
a note to himself, “it is 

not a sin to conduct 
holy wars against 

infidels” meaning non-
christians. 



Inquisitions



Columbus

With this history, you can begin 
to see the mind set of the 

Europeans, and especially the 
Spanish Catholics. 

“Requerimiento” was their 
justification for declaring holy 

wars on Indians.

You can imagine what the Church 
and Columbus were thinking and, 
all those that followed, when they 

came upon more infidels/non-
christians. They had no qualms 

about committing atrocities on the 
Indians. 

But hold those thoughts…. Let’s 
go back a bit. 



Discovery Doctrine

Other historic developments 
were taking place such as 

the rivalry between the 
Spanish and the English 
largely brought about by 

Henry VIII who broke away 
from the Church.

The English knew about the 
Spanish and the Americas 

but they wanted a 
colonization ‘practice run’ so 
they moved in on the Irish.

When it came to North 
America, remember the 
‘takeovers’? They used 

different justifications for 
colonizing North America: 
discovery, terra nullius, etc.



Age of Reason

In the 16th century a rebellious 
movement against the Church 

and the Monarchies began. 
What was it about? It was a 

paradigmatic, ideological, and 
philosophical movement.

It is about rationalism: a belief 
that you can come to know or 
arrive at truth strictly through 

reason as opposed to faith, 
reliance on the past, intuition, 

and metaphysics.

It gave rise to Deism: we can 
come to know through our gift 

of Reason from God.



Age of Reason



Age of Reason



What 
Defines 
a Nation

Let’s now go back to the beginning of our talk 
where we defined ‘nation’….. Let’s add another 

layer…

Every society, in one way or another, lays claim to 
a territory. Within the claimed territory, a culture 

arises from the a mutual relationship with the 
land. A culture consists of paradigmatic concepts, 

values, and customs. Paradigms are the tacit 
infrastructures members of a society utilize for 

their beliefs, behavior, and relationships. 



What Defines a Nation

Every society, through its 
mutual relationship with the 

land, develops icons, 
symbols, and images that 

serve as repositories for the 
paradigms, values, customs, 
ceremonies, stories, songs, 
and beliefs of the people. 

These, in turn, are embodied 
into the very being of the 

people.

In view of the above, what 
does Canada have? All of its 

icons, symbols, images, 
paradigms, values, customs, 

ceremonies stories, songs, 
and beliefs are from 

elsewhere: they are not 
indigenous to Canada.



What Defines 
a Nation

Canada is not unlike a 
multi-billionaire whose 

wealth is all paper wealth: 
it is not connected to 

anything substantive. It is 
not indigenous. Canada 

may have a constitution, a 
legal system, and a 

government but it is mere 
paper existence…. not 

substantive in the sense 
that it arises from a mutual 

relationship with the 
totality of the ecology of 

the territory.





How Can 
Canada become a 

True Nation?
Until that embodiment 
comes about Canada will 
continue to have an 
IDENTITY PROBLEM.

Until that embodiment 
comes about Canada will 
continue to be a 
“pretend” nation. 
Canada will continue to 
be a nation that exists 
only on paper.



What is a constitution?

A constitution is a set of basic principles that lays out how a nation is 
going to organize itself including but not limited to the identity of the 

people enacting the constitution, form of governance, powers of 
government, rights of the people, offices, elections, and so on. 

A constitution is also a sovereign statement to other sovereigns. 

Internally, it is a collective agreement about how, ‘we, the people, are 
going to run the show’. 

Constitution



Canadian 
Constitution

The Canadian Constitution, and 
other important documents like 

the Royal Proclamation, say 
nothing about Canadian 

identity: from 1867 to 1982, all 
the documents that make up 

Canada’s Constitution, are all 
administrative in nature. They 
say nothing about who are the 

Canadians or what is 
‘Canadian’.

There is nothing in those 
documents about how they are 
connected to the land. This is 
the reason John Ralston Saul 

observes that Canadian identity 
comes from Europe, and, some 

cases, from the USA.



Canadian Identity

If Canadian identity is being drawn from elsewhere, 
does that mean that Canadians really, deep down, 

consider themselves, and continue to consider 
themselves, “visitors”? If that is the case, Canadians 

really do have an identity problem.

Paraphrasing Dan George’s ‘Lament for Confederation’ in 
1967, Oh, Canada, have we known you? Two years short of 

150 years old, and you still don’t know who you are?



LET’S LOOK AT 
OURSELVES

Our “western metaphysics 
consist of the following: a 

stagnant world…’God does not 
play dice with the universe’; 
everything is about matter; 

everything is inanimate except 
for you and I; we are 

reductionists; ‘been there, done 
did it’, Language is all about 
nouns, distinctions, binary 
categories, and ‘time’ is our 

main reference point.



Iain McGilchrist, a renowned authority on left and 
right brain thinking, puts it this way: “We are now 

mesmerized by the least intelligent part of the human 
brain. For reasons of survival, one hemisphere of the 
brain, the left, has evolved over millions of years to 

favor manipulation-grabbing, getting, and controlling-
while the other, the right, has been tasked with 

understanding the whole picture. So conflicting are 
these goals that in humans the hemispheres are largely 

sequestered, one from the other.”



Ramifications 
of Western 

Metaphysics

The point to be made 
is: in Canada, we 
pride ourselves in 
being multicultural. 
But multiculturalism 
results in a lack of a 
collective ethos. All 
the different cultures 
in Canada have their 
own stories about 
what human 
existence is about, 
different customs 
and values. What 
may be wrong or a 
crime in one culture 
may not be in 
another culture.



Ramifications of Western Metaphysics

Because we have become so robotic any 
sense of a collective ethos is ‘way off the 

radar’. McGilchrist says, ”The 
assumption of a mechanistic 

“conditioning” reflects what is hardly 
even a parody of a not uncommon 

scientific position. It also represents a 
chilling psychopathology.” If we keep 
mechanizing humans, it means that we 

are doing away with culture: no common 
customs, no religion, no values…no right 

brain understanding.



Result of a 
Mechanistic 

human
The result is ‘cultural 

blanks’: without culture.

Clyde Kluckhohn, 
speaking about Navajo 
youth says, ”….human 

beings faced with a 
conflicting set of rewards 
and punishments tend to 

cut loose from all 
moorings, float adrift, 

and become 
irresponsible.” “The 

young escape the control 
of their elders, not to 

accept white controls but 
to revel in newly found 
patterns of unrestraint. 
For longer or shorter 
periods in their lives 

their only guide is the 
expediency of the 

situation.”



What Does all of the Above 
Imply?

It means that a lack of collective ethos, a lack cultural values, 
the individualism being steered by the mechanistic world, 

and the imbalance between the left and right brain 
hemispheres is resulting in a ‘free for all’. A ‘free for all’ 

results in lack of societal restraints. A lack of societal 
restraints result in unsafe communities. The expediency of 

the situation rules the day. 

“The things that used to alert us to the inadequacy of our 
reductionist theories are fading away. They were: the natural 
world; the sense of a coherent shared culture; the sense of the 
body as something we live, not merely possess; the power of 
great art; and the sense of something sacred that is real but 

transcends everyday language. (McGilchrist)

We need to do a better job of inculcating our youth into a 
collective ethos and not depend on ‘SIRI’.
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